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    Waterfowl professionals have said if you were to 
take any giant Canada goose in existence today, you 
could trace its bloodlines back to an egg Forrest 
placed in an incubator, or a gosling Forrest held in 
his hand. Forrest B. Lee (Father Goose), world 
renowned for his dedicated work with two nearly 
extinct Canada goose species, 93, Jamestown, 
passed away peacefully on February 1, 2013. 
    Childhood experiences on the Pettibone prairie 
would stay with young Forrest his entire life. Their 
farm bordered a large lake where young Forrest 
enjoyed the migrant ducks, geese, swans, and crane 
and soon took to hunting and trapping. In late 1936, 
the family sold their farmland and moved to 
Minnesota.      
    Forrest graduated in 1938 from the Verndale, MN 
high school. He attended Crosby-Ironton Jr. College 
from 1938-39, St. Cloud State Teachers College 
from 1939-1942, earning a Bachelor’s degree in 
biological sciences in 1942. From 1942-43, he 
taught high school biology and physics at East 
Chain School, Guckeen MN. In July of 1943, he 
was inducted into the military with the 37th Infantry 
Div. reporting at Fort Snelling. In January of 1946, 
after three years of combat, he received an 
honorable discharge. The GI Bill allowed him to 
further his education and by July of 1946, he was 
enrolled at the University of Minnesota. In August 
1948, he graduated with a Masters degree in 
wildlife management and botany. In January 1949, 
he became a game biologist with the Minnesota 
Conservation Department; in 1950, a waterfowl 
research supervisor; in 1956, supervisor of the 
state’s waterfowl research program; and in 1962, 
supervisor of all game research for the state of 
Minnesota. 
    On November 8, 1952, Forrest married Janet 
Marion Buscho in Blue Earth, MN. They resided in 
St. Paul and White Bear Lake, MN where two sons 

were born (Forrest Jr. ‘Chip’, 
and George). 
    In January of 1962, Forrest 
had been studying a flock of 
large Canada geese on Silver 
Lake at Rochester, MN and 
invited waterfowl experts in for trapping and further 
examination. The Silver Lake flock turned out to be 
Branta canadensis maxima, a species long thought 
to be extinct. As it turned out, the species was not 
extinct and additional remnant populations would 
also surface later. 
    In 1964, the Northern Prairie Wildlife Research 
Center was built near Jamestown, ND. The first 
director, Harvey K Nelson, talked Forrest into 
leaving Minnesota, and in 1965 the family moved 
to Jamestown. Forrest headed the center’s Canada 
goose production and restoration program. He soon 
had 64 pens with 64 breeding pairs of screened, 
high quality birds. The project involved private, 
state, and federal resources and relied on the exper-
tise and cooperation of many individuals. By the 
end of 1981, more than 6,000 giant Canada geese 
had been released at 83 sites in 26 counties in ND. 
    As the giant Canada goose restoration effort was 
in full swing, another crusade, far away, was just 
beginning. The Aleutian Canada goose had once 
wintered in Japan and nested in Russia and 
dwindling numbers (estimated at 800 worldwide) 
led to a full-blown biological and diplomatic rela-
tionship amongst the three countries. By 1970, 
Forrest was right in the middle of it. The Japanese 
Association for Wild Geese Protection was formed 
and eventually the USFWS created the Aleutian 
Canada Goose Recovery Team, of which Forrest 
was one of six members. Forrest officially retired 
from the USFWS in 1983 and threw himself into 
the ACG cause. This continued for years with many 
trips to the Aleutian Islands and to the Russian 



facility at Kamchatka. He headed up restoration 
efforts on Amchitka Island in the late 1970’s and in 
1995, at age 76; found himself aboard the USFWS 
vessel (TIGLAX), tube feeding hundreds of 
relocated Aleutian geese to a fox free island along 
the Aleutian chain. Not a single bird was lost in the 
mission and ACG numbers have significantly risen 
over the years. Forrest Lee’s expertise with geese 
was known worldwide. He also worked with 
Russian and Japanese biologists to restore snow 
geese to Japan, and with biologists using ultralight 
aircraft to lead young geese from nesting areas to 
wintering areas. 
    Over the years, Forrest developed very close 
family- like relationships with everyone he worked 
with. He was affectionately called ‘Father Goose’ 
by the Japanese and Russian biologists. They 
treated him like family and visited him at his home 
in Jamestown. Everyone who met Forrest quickly 
realized how humble and gentle he was. As taken 
from an article in the July 1998 ND Outdoors - 
‘Sitting with Forrest is like sitting with your 
warmest professor, hardly absent minded, but 
clearly a bit rumpled in baggy pants, one shoe tied 
the other loose, a disarming, almost profound grace 

 working its charm and pleasantly stripping you of 
the need for any appearances’.     
     Throughout his career, Forrest published over 
sixty-five articles and publications. He received 
numerous honors and awards at the state, federal, 
and international level. In 1999, he also received 
the distinguished alumni award for science and 
engineering leadership from St. Cloud State 
University. An avid photographer, his photos 
appeared in National Geographic and other well-
known publications. Forrest was also featured in 
many publications and articles. He was a lifelong 
member of many professional and military 
organizations. 
    Forrest worked long days, seven days a week and 
oftentimes stayed overnight at the propagation 
building if the situation warranted it. When he 
wasn’t turning eggs or tending to goslings, he 
enjoyed reading, writing, and family trips to 
Minnesota. He liked to fish and hunt. As far as 
anyone knew, he never fired at a giant Canada 
goose. 
    Forrest was a great father and very kind to his 
family and everyone he met.

Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge

Come and watch the grouse dance. Reserve the use 
of a blind – makes your visit more comfortable and 
has camera portals. Call the office at 701-285-3341. 
The Refuge is located at 7780 10 St SE, Pingree, 
ND

                                                         Photo by Rick Bohn

 Photo by Steve Ingraham.  
 Taken during 2012 
 Potholes & Prairie Festival.

Photo by Steve Ingraham. 
Taken during 2012 Potholes & 
Prairie Festival.
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Upcoming Events

June 12-16, 2013   Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival.  www.birdingdrives.com 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE ARRIVAL OF SORA 2
Last month, the new and upgraded Searchable 
Ornithological Research Archive (SORA) was 
launched and announced. Through this site, the 
University of New Mexico Libraries has made 
available a treasure-trove of open-access ornitho-
logical literature. SORA has existed for years, but 
this latest version has improved the archives and the 
searching process.
    Through SORA, anyone can search and down-
load thousands of ornithological articles from 15 
journals – most of them with a North American 
emphasis. 

    There is a new user account feature on the 
archives site, but registration is totally optional. 
SORA continues to be a free and open-access 
scientific repository.
    You should know the journals in the selection are 
not all up-to-date. This is on purpose, with the last 
few years missing in most cases. But they are added 
on the site on a rolling basis.

You can find more information and access to SORA 
here: http://sora.unm.edu

A GOOD NAWMP SUMMARY

Attention:   new and important revision of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan 
(NAWMP):
http://refugeassociation.org/?p=5795#Nawmp
    The latest revision of this document addresses contemporary concerns, including accelerating habitat 
loss, competition for land in light of record high commodity prices, and an eroding base of support for 
conservation programs.
    An article on the history and significance of the NAWMP by Jim Ringelman recently appeared in the 
latest DUCKS UNLIMITED magazine (Jan-Feb 2013), and is worthy of a close read for more 
information.

 www.ducks.org/conservation/conservation-plan/a-new-plan-for-waterfowl
    A significant shift in this version of the NAWMP is an appeal to more people - not just waterfowl 
hunters - who are interested in wildlife, wetlands, and waterfowl. It's a call to broaden the base of support 
for the plan as well as for wetland and grassland conservation. This represents a meaningful tilt in our 
direction as birders.

LESSER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN TROUBLES

      On 30 November, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service started a 90-day process to consider whether the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken should be recognized as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
This is clearly a bird in trouble. Once found in abundant numbers across large parts of Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, and Colorado, the bird’s native grassland habitat has been reduced by an 
estimated 84 percent.
     Despite state, regional, NGO, and private-landowner efforts to address this population decline, the 
overall downward trend for the species has not changed. According to Dan Ashe, Director of the Service, 
"We are encouraged by current multi-state efforts to conserve the lesser prairie-chicken and its habitat, 
but more work needs to be done to reverse its decline."
    You can view the USFWS statement on the public comment period here: http://tinyurl.com/prairiech 
     At the same time, major oil and gas interests, a number of Western lawmakers, and many nervous 
ranchers eye the move with exaggerated alarm. One such report of the line-up of concerns was 
summarized here by NBC:  http://tinyurl.com/NBCpc

http://sora.unm.edu/
http://refugeassociation.org/?p=5795#Nawmp
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RARITY FOCUS

    There were some wonderful rarities seen last month, 
including a trio of cooperative Northern Lapwings 
present for much of January in Ocean County, New 
Jersey, and a Siberian Accentor at Seward, Alaska. 
Despite these goodies, however, our choice for the 
month goes to a bird delighting many birders in British 
Columbia.
    On 13 January, Colin McKenzie observed an odd 
songbird in Queen's Park, New Westminster, in the 
Metro Vancouver area of British Columbia. It was a 
species unfamiliar to Colin and one which he could not 
immediately identify. Fortunately, because of the 
sketches and field notes he took, the bird was soon 
identified as a Red-flanked Bluetail.
    This is a very rare bird in North America. Red-flanked 
Bluetails breed sparingly in eastern Finland and 
northwestern Russia, and from western Siberia to 
Sakhalin Island, the Kamchatka Peninsula, and south to 
Japan. The species winters in the Indian Subcontinent, 
the Himalayas, Taiwan, and northern Indochina. That's a 
far cry from British Columbia! As for North America, 
the species is casual in western Alaska, primarily in the 
western Aleutians. This was the first time this little Asian 
flycatcher has occurred in Canada, and it is only the 
second record for mainland North America.
    Once the bird was identified, the influx of local and 
visiting birders began immediately. The Red-flanked 
Bluetail, identified as a 1st-year individual, remained 
through January.
    Curiously, this bird's discovery fits into a pattern of 
other fascinating Asian strays in British Columbia this 
winter. It began with Citrine Wagtail (a bird we profiled 
in December), a one-day Baikal Teal observed on the 
Fraser Delta, and multiple Bramblings at feeders in 
southern BC.
    For an article on the Red-flanked Bluetail (plus links 
to some photos of the bird) see this article from the 
VANCOUVER SUN: 
http://tinyurl.com/VancouverBluetail

    In December, there was the amazing appearance 
of a Critine Wagtail in British Columbia; in January 
a closely-related species appeared in coastal 
southern California. The December rarity is a White 
Wagtail, a fundamentally Eurasian species that is a 
very rare nester in extreme western Alaska in North 
America, mostly in the vicinity of the Bering 
Straits. In this region, it may sometimes be found 
nesting in and around remote villages, often 
frequenting beaches, rocky breakwaters, rusting 
detritus, and old buildings.
    The White Wagtail in California was a surprise 
find on the morning of 8 December, when Bernardo 
Alps was leading a bird walk for whalewatch 
naturalists at Outer Cabrillo Beach in San Pedro, 
California. The White Wagtail was observed flying 
back and forth along much of the length of the 
beach. The bird was seen in the same sort of habitat 
where it is found in Alaska, except it was in far 
southern Los Angeles County! It hung around the 
base of a low bluff with rocks and kelp, and also 
visited the sandy beach.
    Remember, this is a bird that may normally be 
found wintering in Southeast Asia!
    There are slightly more than two dozen records 
for California since the early 1970s. Other West 
Coast records - outside Alaska - include about four 
in British Columbia, three in Washington, and three 
in Oregon.
    Many birders visited Cabrillo Beach last month 
to see this bird, which cruised the area until it was 
last reported on the morning of 18 December.
    To see photos by Dinuk Magammana from the 
day of discovery, check: 
www.flickr.com/photos/nature_and_animals/825522
0723/in/photostream/ 
or you can watch a short video by Chris Taylor from 
10 December (note the coastal riprap):
http://vimeo.com/55318655

A Hunting Osprey ~ Incredible!!

1st sequence - he catches half a dozen fish in one strike. 
2nd sequence - he plunges talons into deep water right to the bottom to grab his prey. 

3rd sequence - he captures a big old fat fish that looks as if it weighs more than he does! 
http://www.youtube.com/embed/nA3LtXnNIto?feature=player_embedded

If you are interested in current University of North Dakota Nest Cam Research, check out 
http://volunteer.cs.und.edu/wildlife/.

http://volunteer.cs.und.edu/wildlife/
http://www.youtube.com/embed/nA3LtXnNIto?feature=player_embedded
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nature_and_animals/8255220723/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nature_and_animals/8255220723/in/photostream/
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Christmas Bird Count

The 113th Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC) took place from December 14, 2012 through January 5, 2012. 

Have you ever thought about bird watching, but just 
did not know where to start?  I’ve always liked to 
watch birds at the bird feeder, but it wasn’t until I 
did a Christmas Bird Count many years ago that I 
really had a chance to combine two things I liked to 
do…bird watching and being outdoors.  The Bis-
Man Bird Club, Fargo Audubon Society, Grand 
Cities Bird Club, Minot Bird Club, and the North 
Dakota Birding Society offer local trips around the 
state.  These are fantastic ways to see your local 
area in a different light, visit a new part of the state, 
or just meet new people who are interested in birds. 
     There are bird club outings that fit all types of 
birders.  One of these types of outings which is 
relatively new, and is very similar to a Christmas 
Bird Count is called the “Big Sit”.  This event was 
founded by the New Haven CT bird club roughly 
two decades ago, and consists of birding in one 
location and letting the birds come to you.  For the 
“Big Sit”, all birds identified from a 17 foot circle 
are tabulated on a checklist sheet.  Anyone can find, 
identify and point out a bird, as long as an “anchor” 
person within the circle can observe the bird. 
     According to the Birdwatchers Digest website 
there were 219 “Big Sit” outings registered in the 
country, along with another 13 abroad.  Here in 
North Dakota, the only “Big Sit” circle registered is 
located at the Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge 
northeast of Jamestown.   The past two years I have 
traveled to lend a helping hand with the event.
     The weather was very accommodating for the 
event.  There was a campfire going, but it wasn’t 
needed for warmth.   We enjoyed a tasty lunch 
while sitting around the fire.  People were able to 
set up a few lawn chairs and discuss great birding 
experiences from the past.   A set of bird books 
provided by the refuge were lined up on a picnic 

table for easy access, allowing participants to 
discuss the latest bird that flew by the count circle, 
or a bird that was heard chirping in the woods 
nearby.  For those die-hard birders, there were a 
couple high powered scopes set up within the circle 
to scope the lake laid out before us.
One of the enjoyable things about this particular 
“Big Sit” was the site location. In order to get the 
most diversity of birds a good circle provides a 
variety of habitat to observe.  This refuge 
designated the circle on a lake shore, with a good 
piece of woodland surrounding.  Water birds 
numbering  in the thousands spread out before us, 
including migrating tundra swans, snow goose, and 
a wide variety of ducks.  A receding shoreline 
provided looks at greater yellowlegs, and late 
season long-billed dowitchers feeding in a sewing 
machine like fashion.  A small group of rusty 
blackbirds was easily observed as they remained 
nearby all day.   In the woods behind us, a variety of 
sparrows were taking advantage of the heavy weeds 
along the shore created by the major flooding in the 
spring of 2010.   As a breeze came up mid-
afternoon, bald eagles, red-tailed hawks, and 
northern harriers were observed migrating down the 
river valley.
     It was a very enjoyable day of birding for me. 
Twenty-six individuals donated some time to search 
for the birds, including three folks from Fargo and 
two more from Bismarck.  A new record of 62 
species was observed, with new species of Brown 
creeper and swamp sparrow added to the all time 
list.  Maybe next year you can try your hand at the 
event, and possibly add a new species to the total.

Tundra Swans                  Corey Ellingson, President
 Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club

MINNESOTA VIKINGS ASKED TO BE BIRD-FRIENDLY

     The Minnesota Vikings are planning a new stadium, one that may take three years to build and could cost up to 
$975 million. Construction is scheduled to start this coming fall.
     In an effort to make environmental recommendations for the plans, the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources has urged project designers to make the stadium "bird-friendly." If the new stadium is to have prominent 
glass features, the designers should consider using angled glass or "fritted glass," which can provide visual cues to 
birds to prevent collisions, said Melissa Doperalski, the DNR regional environmental assessment ecologist. Other 
ways to make the stadium collision-proof could include using window films, internal shades and blinds, and visible 
external markings.  For more details on this construction story, see here:  http://bit.ly/Zcjp1L
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Grand Forks CBC by Dave Lambeth

01/21: Final look at Grand Forks -East Grand Forks 
CBC held Dec 16, 2012. The final summary, posted over 
the weekend after receiving a couple additional feeder 
reports, can be found at grandcitiesbirdclub.weebly.com 
(Thanks Sandy for posting it). The 62 species on count 
day broke the prior record of 55. The 65 species for 
count day plus count week broke the prior record of 59.
     New species for the count: Mountain Bluebird, 
Western Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, and 
American Black Duck. The Mountain Bluebird has 
continued to be seen through Jan 20, and the cormorant 
through the 17th. I believe these are the first January 
records for these two species in North Dakota. After 52 
years of counts, it is difficult to add even one species to 
the list, but this year there were four, boosting the all 
time list well past 100 species.
     2nd count records for Cackling Goose, Hooded 
Merganser, and Common Merganser. Highest ever 
counts for Canada Goose (4000) and Hoary Redpoll 
(17). 2nd Highest counts for Mallard (600), Northern 
Harrier (5), Red-breasted Nuthatch (34), American 
Robin (109), Dark-eyed Junco (237), and Common 
Redpoll (659). 3rd highest for Rough-legged Hawk (22). 
First count records for Pine Grosbeak and Evening 
Grosbeak since the 1980s.
     Most notable missing species: American Goldfinch 
(recorded early in count week), Horned Lark, and 
Eastern Screech-Owl. Near misses: Red-winged 
Blackbird and Common Grackle with only one of each 
seen (actually, 14 other species were represented by just 
one individual each).

     A major reason for the record-breaking count is the 
seven waterfowl species seen plus two more water-
dependent species (Western Grebe and D-C Cormorant). 
Their presence was largely due to current waste-water 
management practices. My understanding is that the 
Grand Forks lagoons are no longer essential for waste-
water treatment. However, water is continually being 
pumped into one corner of the lagoons which keeps a 
patch of water open even when it is severely cold (like 
now!). Also, because of the tertiary treatment of waste 
water that has been in place for several years, water in 
the lagoons has "freshened" over time with the result 
that there is now a thriving minnow population, which 
must be especially important to the diving ducks, the 
Western Grebe, the cormorant and I suspect, the 
Mallards. I appreciate that the waste water management 
crew has allowed us to continue to check the lagoons 
periodically, a permission that was granted in the past to 
Eve Freeberg. This year we were also allowed to check 
the Crystal Sugar lagoons and found more Canada Geese 
and Mallards there.
     The question has come up as to whether this count 
was a fluke not likely to be seen again for some time. A 
lot depends on water management. Just 70 miles to the 
south, Fargo is recording several species of waterfowl 
not seen here this year although some have been seen 
here in the past. Also this year's count was bolstered by 
"northern finches", it is notable that there was little help 
from native sparrows on this year's count, although we 
did get White-throateds, tree sparrows, and of course 
juncos. Although this year's total might not be topped for 
quite a while, I wouldn't bet that it won't be!

MALCOLM COULTER
    Well-known seabird and wading bird specialist, Malcolm C. Coulter, who served as the ICUN Co-Chair of the 
Specialist Group on Storks, Ibises, and Spoonbills, died at his New Hampshire home on 1 January. He was 65.
    Coulter earned his MSc in 1973 from Oxford University and a PhD in 1977 from the University of 
Pennsylvania. He carried out research on the Farallon Islands, California, on Western Gulls, storm-petrels, and 
other birds as well as on plants. He later moved to the Darwin Research Center, on the Galapagos, where he 
established a long-term conservation effort for the Galapagos Petrel. He also studied Blue-footed Boobies, 
Flightless Cormorants, and Galapagos Penguins.
    In 1984, he was invited to direct the American Wood Stork program at the University of Georgia's Savannah 
River Ecology Laboratory. While directing this program for a decade, he became increasingly involved with the 
conservation of storks, ibises, and spoonbills around the world. 
    He was instrumental in the activities of SAVE (Spoonbill Action Voluntary Echo) International, and the 
organization's creative efforts to rescue the Black-faced Spoonbill, a rarity with the most restrictive distribution of 
all the world's spoonbills. (The work of SAVE International has appeared in this E-bulletin multiple times, 
especially its emphasis on alternative economic development plans based on green industry and ecotourism.)
    Malcolm was an elective member of the American Ornithologists' Union and received awards from SAVE 
International, Waterbird Conservation for the Americas, and the Waterbird Society. Most appropriately, Malcolm 
Coulter will posthumously be granted the Pacific Seabird Group's Lifetime Achievement Award at the PSG's 
annual meeting later this month in Portland, Oregon. Fortunately, he had been informed in October that he was to 
be so honored.
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FARM BILL EXTENSION AND BIRD CONSERVATION
As you may have noticed, the "fiscal cliff" legislation 
passed by the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives 
on New Year's Day included an extension of the 2008 
Farm Bill for nine more months (to 30 September). This 
is in addition to the funding for programs with 
authorizations beyond the expiration of the 2008 Farm 
Bill that was provided last October through a Continuing 
Resolution (CR).

So what might this mean for conservation elements in 
the Farm Bill that could affect bird conservation?

Basically, the enrollment authority for three vital 
conservation programs that help birds - the Conservation 
Reserve Program, the Wetlands Reserve Program and the 
Grassland Reserve Program - has been restored through 
September up to the existing caps. The extension, 
however, does not apply to other conservation programs 
whose authorizations had previously been extended by 
Congress through 2014 (e.g., the Wildlife Habitat 

Incentives Program, the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship 
Program and the Farm and Ranch Land Protection 
Program).

The issue is complicated by expiration of the Continuing 
Resolution this spring, which will require Congressional 
action before the end of March.

In any case, with the new 113th Congress, the House and 
Senate Agriculture committees will have to start over on 
a full 5-year re-authorization of the Farm Bill. Not 
surprisingly, there will be a steep learning curve to 
consider with a number of brand new members on the 
Agriculture Committees.

This could be a challenging process, and concern for 
bird conservation through the Farm Bill is well-founded, 
especially as a much lower baseline funding figure for 
the entire Farm Bill is expected from the Congressional 
Budget Office this spring. 

Purple Martin Trends in the Dakotas
Breeding Bird Survey data suggests a decline in 
Minnesota and South Dakota Purple Martins, while 
a slight increase in North Dakota Purple Martins. 
Statistical analysis shows the population trends to 
be too few birds observed on too few routes. 
Information about Purple Martin population density 
and distribution in the Dakotas cannot be 
determined from atlas data, because it doesn't exist 
or because it is dated.

In order to acquire contemporary information, 
Purple Martin Association of the Dakotas 
encourages you to use the Registration Form to 
report your Purple Martin colony. Please report both 
active and inactive colony sites. 

http://purplemartinassociationdakotas.weebly.com/r
egistration.html
Perry D. Vogel
Purple Martin Association of the Dakotas
Grand Forks, ND 58201-8066

As a clarification, the South Dakota Breeding Bird 
Atlas has current data and all of this was given to 
the Purple Martin Association of the Dakotas both 
in 2011 and 2012. But do register your martin 
colony with the association so they can be 
monitored-this is a simple way to help conserve
this declining species. Thanks.                   
Nancy Drilling, South Dakota Breeding Bird Atlas 
coordinator

BOOK NOTES: REDISCOVERING ART AND DEDICATION
    Joy M. Kiser has unearthed a remarkable story of 19th-century ornithology intertwined with a look into a true 
labor of love in AMERICA'S OTHER AUDUBON (2012, Princeton Architectural Press). In this beautiful book, 
readers will discover Kiser has brought to light an almost forgotten work.
    Genevieve "Gennie" Jones was a brilliant, young, and self-taught student of birds. In 1876 she was encouraged by 
her family to produce a book that had been considered for years. The book's original scope was reduced to 130 
species, all of which nested in Ohio. Disaster struck when Gennie, at the age of 32, died from typhoid in August 
1879, leaving the task of completing the book to her grieving family. The book was finished in 1886  For more on 
the story and a wonderful exhibition on the subject at Museum of American Bird Art at Mass Audubon, see here:
http://kymry.wordpress.com/2013/01/02/nest-eggs-heartbreak-beauty-exhibition/ 

http://kymry.wordpress.com/2013/01/02/nest-eggs-heartbreak-beauty-exhibition/
http://purplemartinassociationdakotas.weebly.com/registration.html
http://purplemartinassociationdakotas.weebly.com/registration.html
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Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North 
Dakota Through Nature-based Tourism Focused
on Birding!

Bird poetry
   I drove past Rock Dell. It’s a name that has outlived any village that ever existed. There 
were hundreds of crows in a farm field. I pulled over and used my binoculars to see what 
the big birds were eating. They didn’t appear to be consuming anything. They weren’t 
mobbing a raptor. It was just a gathering. A meeting. A convention of crows,
  Later, I looked out the window into our yard. There was a mash of birds there. I rattled off 
the names of the species in a kind of bird poetry. My bird nerditude shifted to a wish that a 
bird seen by one could be seen by all. I thanked the birds for being poetic. That’s right, I 
talk to chickadees and I vote.

Al Batt

Photo taken by Paul Halko,
Refuge Manager, Arrowwood 
NWR, 1/18/2013 @ 10am in 
his backyard.

Northern Saw-Whet Owl

We are very excited about our "Friend of the Refuge" designation and all the potential it has for BDD 
and Arrowwood Refuge. 

We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, birder, or 
simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a great time to join 
our board or become a member and make a difference. If you are interested, please call 
701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email  info@birdingdrives.com               

Ann Hoffert, President, 
Birding Drives Dakota

Board of Directors
Ann Hoffert, President - Carrington
Frank Klein, Vice-President - Carrington
Ron Wiederholt, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Director – Carrington
Jeff Galt, D.C., Director - Carrington

mailto:info@birdingdrives.com

