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                    Friends of Arrowwood  

              National Wildlife Refuge

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week

 and join The Big Sit!

Sunday, October 12, 2014
7:30 am to dark pm

Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge
Warbler Woodland Wildlife Viewing Area 

The Big Sit! is an annual, international, noncompetitive October birding event hosted by Bird Watcher's  
Digest and founded by the New Haven (CT) Bird Club.  The National Wildlife Refuge System has adopted 
it as an activity for National Wildlife Refuge Week.

The idea is simple – we have identified a 17-foot diameter circle in the Watchable Wildlife Viewing 
Area, we will have chairs, binoculars and spotting scopes setup and ready to use, and we will identify as 
many birds as we can.  You’re welcome to join us on October 12 for all or part of the day! (7:30 am to 
dark pm)

The event is FREE and open to the public!
Bring the family – we’ll have activities for kids!

No special equipment or experience is needed, but bring your 
binoculars and a field guide if you have them! We will have extras 

available.
Feel free to bring your own lawn chair, meat to grill and snacks! 

We will have the water boiling and grills available to grill.

The Wildlife Viewing Area on the refuge is located on the east side of the lake just off 11th 

Street SE.  From Highway 281, turn east on to 11th St. SE.  From Highway 20, turn west 
onto Highway 9 and a second west onto 11th St SE.    For additional information call 
(701)285-3341.  

For more information about The Big Sit! visit 
http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/funbirds/bigsit/bigsit.aspx

“It’s like a tailgate party for birders.”

http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/funbirds/bigsit/bigsit.aspx
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Paying Attention to the Seasons – Corey Ellingson

As an avid birder, I pay attention to the seasons. 
Certain species arrive during different times of the 
year, but in addition to that the weather this summer 
has provided another added twist.  The larger 
amounts of rain in the western part of the state 
brought in different species to the area, while 
driving out other species normally seen.  A check of 
the internet reveals that Bismarck’s average rainfall 
by the end of August is 15.3 inches.  We have 
received two inches under that.  However in 
Dickinson, nine inches of rain in August has pushed 
the annual total seven inches over the average, with 
moisture from last year still present in the soil. 

Most birds are very particular about where they 
want to live.   The height and thickness of the grass 
they reside in have to be just right.  The moisture 
levels within the soil and grasses also have to be 
just so.  In most years, the western part of the state 
is characterized by short grass prairie, rolling hills 
and few wet low areas and marshes.  This year it is 
lush and green with plenty of water sitting around.   

On a few trips out west this summer, a few species 
have popped up that I have never observed west of 
the Missouri River.  One of these species sought 
after by out-of-state birders is the nelson’s sparrow. 
This species prefers wet fens. Fens are 
characterized by low wet areas of thick grasses and 
reeds.  In early mornings and late evenings the 
insect-like hiss can be heard.  It has been likened to 
the sound of a hot poker sizzling in water.

Another species in similar habitat and secretive 
habits is a sedge wren.  Its call is a series of 5 ticks, 
with two short ones and three more in quick 
succession.   It would be pretty tough to pick up this 
bird by sight, as they love the thick tangled wet 
areas. They will work their way up a tall grass stalk 
to proudly announce their territory. 

White-faced Ibis

The other group of birds that have made their 
presence known in the southwestern part of the state 
is the waders.   This group is characterized by long 
wading legs enabling them to quietly walk around 
the shallows along weedy edges in search of prey. 
They will try to snap up frogs, salamanders and 
minnows that are unsuspectingly living below the 
water line.  

The most common species found is the great blue 
heron.   Most people are familiar with this large 
blue-gray form as it stands in stock dams or stream 
sides looking for prey.   The smaller more unusual 
cousin appearing out west is the black-crowned 
night heron.  The bird is an overall creamy white 
color, duck sized, and usually sits hunchbacked on 
the weed-lined edges, or up in the cattails.  The 
adults have a bold black crown and the large red eye 
helping it hunt at night.  The juvenile is a drab light 
brown color, but is heavily streaked.  

The other small wader making an appearance is 
quite unusual and fun to see.  This is the white-
faced ibis. They are teal sized, and characterized by 
a deep maroon plumage and long reddish legs.  The 
most interesting feature is the long gray down-
curved bill they use to sweep the mud.  As its name 
suggest they have a thin white border around the 
dark facial skin.  Be on the lookout however as they 
have a closely related cousin moving into the state 
from the southeast.  These birds have blue facial 
skin bordering the dark face, and are called glossy 
ibis.

I would expect these species mentioned to be 
present again next summer as the conditions will 
not go away any time soon in this wet cycle. 
Hopefully some of you have happened upon these 
unusual visitors to the southwestern part of the 
state.  Good Birding! 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
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Upcoming Events

October 23, 2014 Annual Birding Drive Dakota Meeting, 5pm, Navaho Room, Chieftain Conference Center
May 8-17, 2015  The Biggest Week in American Birding brought to you by Black Swamp Bird Observatory, 
Northwest Ohio.  http://www.biggestweekinamericanbirding.com/
June 10-14, 2015   Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival, Carrington, ND.  www.birdingdrives.com 
June 17-21, 2015   ABA Birding Rally: Spearfish, SD  http://evemts/aba/org/
October 2-4, 2015  American Birding Expo: Gramge Insurance Audubon Center, Columbus, OH. Attendee 
registration is free. Experience bird watching like never before. www.birdwatchersdigest.com/abe2015/

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

World's largest flying bird was as big as some aircraft
by Casey Chan

A newly discovered flying bird species had a 
wingspan that stretched 24 feet long—as big 
as some aircraft. That's pretty much a flying 
giant in the sky that's twice as big as anything 
that can fly today. In fact, the bird, Pelagornis  
sandersi, is so ginormous that it exceeds our 
estimates "for the limits of powered flight." 

 
With a 24.46 feet (7.46 meters) wingspan, the Grumman 
American AA-1 was as big as the Pelagornis sandersi. 

Discover says that P. sandersi's size challenges the ideas we 
have about powered flight. The bigger the bird, the more 
power it needs to fly. But knowing that birds as big as P. 
sandersi can fly basically re-writes our idea of how big we 
think flying birds can get. 

Researchers used a computer program to estimate big bird's 
flight and figured it was basically a giant living hang glider, 

capable of reaching speeds up to 40 mph. Live Science explains: 

The model suggested the bird was an incredibly efficient glider, whose long, slender wings helped it  
stay aloft despite its enormous size. It was probably too big to take off simply by flapping its wings 
and launching itself into the air from a standstill — instead, like Argentavis, P. sandersi may have 
gotten off the ground by running downhill into a headwind or taking advantage of air gusts to get 
aloft, much like a hang glider. 

Today's largest living flying bird is the royal albatross, which has a wingspan of about 11.4 feet. That's a 
baby compared to P. sandersi. As for the previous world's largest flying bird, theArgentavis—a distant 
relative of today's Andean condor—was estimated to have a 23 foot wingspan. But that has always been 
in dispute, explained Live Science, as only one wing bone of the Argentavis has ever been found. 
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eBird Hotspots    ND-BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU

Date:    Thu, 21 Aug 2014 16:46:01 +0000
From:    "Bell, Tyler" <belljt@SI.EDU>  Smithsonian Environmental Research Center,  Edgewater, MD

I'd like to suggest that eBird users who may have created personal locations for places that are surely 
hotspots, please merge your location to the hotspot. That way all of the data is at one location instead of 
showing up as a shotgun blast of personal pins around the hotspot pin. I'm an eBird reviewer in Maryland 
and North Dakota (mostly just lurk in ND since Corey and Ron took over) but in MD we do an occasional 
consolidation and it's really quite easy to merge locations. Here's how:

Go into "My eBird" then "Manage My Locations". Type in a location in the search bar, ie Oak Park, select 
it and it will take you to the map. If the location name on the map shows an inverted red teardrop with a 
flame in it, that's an eBird Hotspot. If not, click on the merge button and it will bring up nearby hotspots. 
Select the hotspot and make sure that the checkbox "Delete after merging" is checked. All of your 
checklists will merge onto the eBird Hotspot. None of the data will be lost but it will be consolidated with 
other data for that location. 

To my knowledge, there isn't a really easy way to hunt around for hotspots near personal locations but 
another way is to click on "Submit Observations" then "Find it on a Map". Type in the county and/or state 
then start zooming and dragging. Blue pins will be personal locations.

If you feel like one of your personal locations merits hotspot status, you can suggest it when in "Manage 
My Locations", as below, or whenever you submit a checklist!
________________________________________
From: Birding Discussion List for North Dakota [ND-BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU] on behalf of 
Derek Bakken [spottedtowhee@GMAIL.COM]
Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2014 1:35 AM

This might be slightly off topic, but I know there are many people on this listserv who use eBird to report 
their sightings and even some who just use it to help them find birds. In either case, everyone benefits 
when it is easier to both submit and find sightings.

I've recently started volunteering as a reviewer for all hotspots suggested by eBird users in North 
Dakota/Iowa/Minnesota and just got caught up a few weeks ago.

If anyone who uses eBird would like to share their favorite birding spots so other people can report their 
sightings to that location or use that information to find birds they may need, the steps to suggest a hotspot 
are very easy.

1) In eBird, click the "My ebird" tab
2) Click the "Manage My Locations" link on the right
3) Select the locations and then in the pull down menu, pick "Suggest as Hotspots"

Don't worry about too much about whether the location you are suggesting is good enough or if you are 
unsure of the location name. If it is a spot that you regularly find birds, go ahead and suggest it and I'll 
follow up with you if more information is needed.

If you have any questions about eBird, I'm happy to assist.

Please contribute your sightings to our list; it is only as good as members make it! 

Also,  please report your bird sightings to eBird and/or the IOU/MOU. The information gathered is vital to the future of 
birds.

mailto:belljt@SI.EDU
mailto:ND-BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU


Prairie Tweets                 Page 5

Threatened and Endangered Species
North Dakota has seven species listed as threatened (likely to become an endangered species in the near 
future) or endangered (in danger of extinction now) via the Endangered Species Act and an additional four 
species listed as candidate (proposed for listing as threatened or endangered species) species.

North Dakota does not have a state endangered or threatened species list. Only those species listed by the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 are considered threatened or endangered in North Dakota.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has primary oversight of threatened and endangered species. Contact 
the North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office in Bismarck for more information on these species 701-
250-4481 or northdakotafieldoffice@fws.gov

North Dakota ESA Listed Species
Black-footed Ferret (Mustela nigripes) Endangered Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) Endangered

Least Tern (Stema antillarum) Endangered       Pallid Sturgeon (Sacaphirhynchus albus)

Endangered

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) Western Prairie Fringed Orchid

Threatened (Platanthera praeclara/Habenaria leucophaea)

Endangered

    Whooping Crane

(Brus americana) 
    Endangered

mailto:northdakotafieldoffice@fws.gov
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RARITY FOCUS E-bulletins of the National Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA)
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

It’s  another  month,  another  rarity,  and  another 
hummingbird.  Last  month  it  was  Berylline 
Hummingbird;  this  month  it’s  Plain-capped 
Starthroat.

This relatively large hummer is normally found in 
arid  habitats,  foothills,  and  riparian  areas  from 
southern  Sonora,  Mexico,  to  northwestern  Costa 
Rica.  When  it  appears  in  the  U.S.,  mostly  at 
hummingbird  feeders,  it  is  chiefly  at  locations  at 
elevations between 4,000 and 5,000 feet.

Plain-Capped Starthroat photographed at Santa Rita 
Lodge in Madera Canyon on June 28, 2014

It has been reported in southern Arizona well over 
two dozen times  since the  first  verified record  in 
1969.  Curiously,  it  has  now  occurred  in 
southeastern Arizona almost annually – in summer 
or fall – for the last half dozen years. Most records 
are between mid-June and early September.

This  summer,  a  Plain-capped  Starthroat  was 
photographed  at  Santa  Rita  Lodge,  at  Madera 
Canyon in southeast Arizona, on 28 June and then 
officially reported on 1 July. The bird was seen at 
feeders on the porch as well  as at  feeders on the 
gift-shop  deck.  Remarkably,  photographs  have 
shown that there were sometimes two starthroats at 
the feeder.

As has been the case in the past several years, the 
Plain-capped  Starthroats  appearing  at  Santa  Rita 
Lodge  were  not  the  only  such  individuals  in  the 
state. At least one other individual was found and 
observed  regularly  since  mid-July along  Foothills 
Road at the feeders just outside of Portal, Arizona. 
As  was  mentioned  in  the  September  2012  E-
bulletin, multiple observations similar to these may 
be indicative of a new trend for the occurrence of 
Plain-capped Starthroats in southeastern Arizona.

The Santa Rita hummer entertained visiting birders 
throughout the month.

For an early July report and multiple photographs 
by  Richard  Fray  of  the  Santa  Rita  Lodge  Plain-
capped Starthroat, see here:

www.arizonabirder.com/2014/07/plain-capped-
starthroat-2/

Protective Mother    By: Simran K., Berkeley, Ca., 2012
Years ago in Berkeley, Ca I had a hummingbird make a nest in a bush around my home. I enjoyed 
watching the mother care for her two tiny eggs and finally two tiny babies.

One night there was a severe storm! There was heavy wind and rain. I got up in the middle of the night 
to check on the little nest.

I saw the mother bird sitting on the nest with her beak pointing straight up and her little eyes closed and 
her wings spread over the top of the nest acting like an umbrella to allow the water to run off her and not 
go into nest.

The next morning was sunny and warm and the little family was fine. I have never forgotten that brave little 
mother and how hard she worked to protect her tiny brood.

http://www.arizonabirder.com/2014/07/plain-capped-starthroat-2/
http://www.arizonabirder.com/2014/07/plain-capped-starthroat-2/
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/
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Birding Festivals in the Refuge System

Refuge Friends, Refuge News        by National Wildlife Refuge Association, May 28, 2014

Birding Festivals are excellent displays of exactly what refuges do and protect all across 
the country. There are few other places in the world where can you see such a wide array of 
birds in one spot; refuges are a birders paradise. Of all the wildlife in the United States, 
birds definitely have the biggest following. Almost travel to see birds in the U.S. per year 
according to the most recent 18 million people National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation. Birding festivals are the perfect place to celebrate this past-
time and conveniently, they are held throughout the Refuge System at all different times of 
the year.

This past weekend was the Down East Spring Birding Festival in Maine. Held at 
Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge, this festival celebrated birds of the Northeast the 
entire three-day weekend. There were trips to see puffins on Machias  Seal Island, a family 
activity to explore owl pellets, a bird watching cruise, and much more. With visitors from 
all over the country, the event was a success. For photos and more information, check out 
their facebook page.

Another spring birding festival will be happening June 10-14, 2015. The Potholes and 
Prairie Birding Festival in Carrington, North Dakota spans four full days with guided tours, 
hands-on workshops, wonderful people, and fun to be had for all. In 2014, the festival 
involved participants from 22 different states and England. Participants saw over 139 bird 
species, including the Baird’s and LeConte sparrows and gray partridge.

The great thing about these birding festivals is they are held when birds are migrating and 
breeding, almost guaranteeing a sighting of these beautiful creatures. Check out this list for 
birding festivals happening throughout the year, and attend one at your local refuge!

Photo: Red-tailed Hawk with Jessica Woodend of the Chewonki Foundation. 
Down East Spring Birding Festival Volunteers

http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/fhw11-nat.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/fhw11-nat.pdf
http://refugeassociation.org/2014/05/9665/
http://refugeassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/DownEastRedTailHawk.jpg
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Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North 
Dakota Through Nature-based Tourism Focused
on Birding!

     Annual Birding Drive Dakota Meeting
October 23, 2014. 5pm, in the  Navaho Room, Chieftain 
Conference Center, Carrington, ND.  Jeff Galt, D.C.,  will 
be giving an update on the Birding Drives in the area and
the signs being posted for them..Appetizers will be served.

Life is simple. Eat. Sleep. Bird.   --Al Batt
  A green darner dragonfly zipped by, changing course at speeds 

up to 35 mph. I walked near a large spider web. The spider 
closed like a fist. The hummingbird feeders hummed with 
activity. One was king of the mountain and chased all others 
away. It was a playground bully protecting nectar. The yard 
turned into a battlefield. Julie Bronson of Glenville sent me a 
wonderful photo of congregating monarch butterflies. The 
butterflies got along much better than ruby-throated 
hummingbirds.

The area of forest in Mexico occupied by monarch butterflies 
last winter was just 1.65 acres, 56 percent of the previous year’s 
acreage. In the mid-1990s, wintering monarchs filled almost 45 acres of Mexican forest.

Crows and ice cream cones.  --Al Batt
  A couple with a mutual craving for something cool and sweet, drove to their favorite ice cream shop. 
They bought ice cream cones and returned to their car to be comfortable. As they settled back to enjoy 
their sweet treats, two crows landed on the hood, cawed loudly, and pecked at the windshield. The man 
figured out what they wanted. He got out of the car and put his ice cream cone on the hood. The crows 
immediately calmed down and began eating the cone. "You're wonderful." said the wife, "How did you 
ever think of it?"
  "Nothing to it," he replied. "It was just a case of stilling two birds with one cone."

We are very excited about our "Friends of the Refuge" designation and all the potential it has for BDD 
and Arrowwood Refuge. 

We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, birder, or 
simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a great time to join 
our board or become a supporter and make a difference. If you are interested, please 
call 701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email  info@birdingdrives.com               

Jeff Galt, D.C.,  President
Birding Drives Dakota

Board of Directors
Jeff Galt, D.C., President - Carrington
Ines Dunn, Vice-President - Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Frank Klein, Director, Carrington
Ann Hoffert Director, Carrington
Searle Swedlund, Director – Jamestown
Lindsay Ostlie, Director - Carrington

mailto:info@birdingdrives.com
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