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Friends of Arrowwood
National Wildlife Refuge
Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival
Festival Events -

June 8-12, 2016
Chieftain Conference Center – Festival Headquarters
60 4th Ave S (Hwy 281), Carrington, ND

Wednesday, June 8, 2016
5 – 8 pm: Registration & Social – Chieftain Conference Center: Tepee Room
7pm: Seminar – Dave Lambeth: Overview of North Dakota Birds & Habitats

Thursday, June 9, 2016
5am – 2pm Guided Bus Tour: Birds of the Drift Prairie
6am – 2pm Guided Bus Tour: Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge & Hawks Nest Ridge
5am – 2pm Specialty Tour: ND Specialties
4 – 5pm: Seminar: Keith Corliss: Sparrow School: Classroom Edition
5:30 – 7pm – Dining/Birding the Gardens – Pipestem Creek

Friday, June 10, 2016
5am – 2pm – Guided Bus Tour to Chase Lake NWR
5am – 2pm – Guided Bus Tour: Birds of the Drift Prairie
6am – 2pm – Specialty Tour: Sparrow School – LBBs
4-5pm: Seminar: Bob Anderson: Better Birding: Using
eBird and BirdsEye
5:30 – 7pm – Dining – Putnam House

Saturday, June 11, 2016
5am – 2pm – GUIDED BUS TOUR: Horsehead Lake & Kidder County
5am – 2pm – GUIDED BUS TOUR: Chase Lake NWR
6am – 2pm – Specialty Tour: Photography Tour
4 – 5pm: Seminar: Alex Galt: Grassland Bird Conservation in the Prairie Pothole Region
7:30pm – An Evening with . . . Al Batt

Sunday, June 12, 2016
5am – 2pm – GUIDED BUS TOUR: Horsehead Lake & Kidder Co
6am – GUIDED BUS TOUR: Arrowwood NWR & Hawks Nest Tour
5am – 2pm Specialty Tour: ND Specialties
For more information call Laurie, Chamber of Commerce, at 701-652-2524 or 1-888-921-2473.
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“Dog-Days” of Birding
by Corey Ellingson
couple hundred cedar waxwings flying about every
which way, I did manage to observe a larger
bohemian waxwing in the bunch. It was observed
with a dozen cedar waxwings on the rooftop of a
shed.

For me, February can be the “dog-days” of birding.
Parts of the year birders can find exciting species
among the impressive spring and fall migrations. In
summer the birds are in full song, and tending to
their young. In winter we get a migration of a
different kind from the frigid north. However, by
the time February rolls around, some of those The birds appeared to be drinking water dripping
species thin out or become old hat, leaving birders off the shingles as the dusting of snow we received
yearning for the arrival of spring.
overnight was melting in the morning sunshine.
On the opposing side of the parking lot as I stood,
This morning I took a walk at the Northern Great there was a large pool of melted ice on top of an air
Plains Research Center in Mandan to see what I conditioning unit. The birds gathered here also for
could find. The complex is nearly 100 years old, a long drink and a good bath.
and has plenty of coniferous and fruiting tree
plantings to bring in unusual finds from the boreal As I enjoyed the good show, I felt a plop on my
north. After I parked my car, the bird activity was shoulder! I looked over to find a nice big splash of
everywhere! A large migrating flock of waxwings dark purple (from the buckthorn diet I gather). I
were buzzing about, and several times birds passed looked up to see a few flocks of a dozen waxwings
within feet of me.
directly overhead, and apparently one of them
decided to lighten their load before flying off to
Two waxwing species appear in the identification feed more. It is not the first time that has happened
books. These little songbirds are medium sized in to me!
my mind, that being larger than the familiar blackcapped chickadee and smaller than a robin.
After I managed to tear myself away from the aerial
show of the waxwings, I found other gems such as
The common cedar waxwing sports a tan head, red-breasted nuthatch, brown creeper and a northern
body and wings, bright yellow underbelly, with a goshawk! There was so much more to share from
gray tail. They have a crest on the top of their the morning, but will have to save some for next
head, with a bold black mask lined in white. The time. Canada geese are pairing up and landing on
tip of their tail shows a bright yellow terminal band. ice covered sloughs now, so spring is very near,
In spring, their wing feathers have red feather tips which is something we all look forward to. Hoping
on them, giving them a “wax wing” appearance.
you all enjoy your next encounter in the great
outdoors.
Their larger rarer cousin, the bohemian waxwing is
Corey Ellingson
10% larger with an all dark gray appearance, and
Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club President
bright rusty under-tail. In addition to the red feather
tips, they have a bright white line down the folded
wing, which shows yellow in the spring. Both
waxwings wander in winter depending on food
sources, with the bohemian waxwing staying further
north.
Waxwings like to perch high up in a tree, then buzz
down to the food before fleeting back where they
came from for safety. They regularly feast on
fruiting trees such as June berry, buffalo berry,
chokecherry, or in today’s case cedars and
buckthorn. Upon watching what seemed like a
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Upcoming Events
April 8-10,2016 Nebraska Prairie Chicken Festival – this isan event organized and hosted by
Calamus Outfitters that includes morning trips to see greater prairie-chickens and sharp-tailed grouse
dancing on leks. Contact information for Calamus Outfitters/Switzer Ranch is 83720 Valleyview Ave.,
Burwell, NE 68823. 308-346-4697. hbswitzer@nctc.net
May 12-16, 2016 Great Salt Lake Bird Festival – Keynote speaker Julie Zickefoose; Special Gues
James Currie. Www.GreatSaltLakeBirdFest.com
June 8-12, 2016 Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival, Carrington, ND, www.birdingdrives.com
Sept 24 – Oct 2, 2016 Panama 2016 with Leica and EO Canopy Family, Eagle Optics & Leica have
teamed up for this exciting tour in the heart of Panama, Central America’s most bio-diverse country. Based
at Canopy Family’s two award-winning lodge—the Canopy Tower in Soberanía National Park and the
Canopy Lodge in El Valle de Anton—this tour has a focus on the best of birding in central Panama.
More information: http://www.eagleoptics.com/articles/eo-travel/eo-leica-canopy-panama-2016?
mc_cid=81cd062a01&mc_eid=c56ea53f6b
*********************************************************
The Birding Community E-bulletin

RARITY FOCUS

Issue: February 2016

On 21 February, at Long Key State Park in the Florida Keys, Alan Moss saw what he was convinced was a
Zenaida Dove. He returned the next morning and spent two and a half hours searching for the bird and
ultimately photographed it. He relocated the dove on the
lower half of Golden Orb Trail where it was foraging in
relatively open areas close to where the trail opened up
into a circular area bordered by mangroves.
Eventually the dove was seen by many observers through
the end of the month, even though sometimes the site
sometimes became a little over-crowded and the bird
stayed back. Soon, orange flagging-tapes, used as trailmarkers, were placed in the area, to help birders locate
this rarity.
The Zenaida Dove resembles a Morning Dove, but with a shorter and slightly rounded tail, not pointed,
and with white trailing edges to the secondaries. That last mark shows as a small white rectangular patch
on the inner secondaries on a perched or standing bird.
Zenaida Doves are largely residents of the West Indies and Yucatán Peninsula. During Audubon's day, the
species may have also been a resident in the Florida Keys, but nobody knows for sure. Today, the species
is considered an accidental visitor, with only a few previous records for s. Florida (and one, possibly, for
Georgia), mostly between fall and spring. Because the species is a strong flyer, this individual could have
originated in either the Bahamas or Cuba.
You can see the eBird report and photo by Alan Moss here:

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S27728156
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A Positive Monarch Report
The Birding Community E-bulletin
Issue: February 2016

According to the Mexico National Commission
of Protected National Areas, the monarch
butterfly population in Mexico has increased
255 percent this season. At 150 million
butterflies, the annual overwintering count of
monarch butterflies released in late February
shows an encouraging population rebound
from last year's second lowest-ever count of 42
million butterflies, but still a decline of 78
percent from the population highs of the mid1990s.
During their international migration, monarch
butterflies breed along the way, and their
northward journey is ultimately finished by their
offspring. Dwindling amounts of milkweed
habitat - vital as food for egg-laying monarchsas well as erratic weather patterns, use of
some pesticides, and illegal logging in Mexico
have led to a serious decline in the monarch
population.

have led to a serious decline in the monarch
population.
"We are seeing the beginning of success," said
Daniel Ashe, Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. "Our task now is to continue
building on
that success." The United States is trying to
replace about 7.5 million acres of milkweed either by planting or by halting pesticide use,
Ashe said. He said that areas of milkweed
increased by about 250,000 acres last year.
Creating and sustaining this kind of habitat not
only provides food for monarchs, it also
supports other pollinators such as honey bees,
homes for other important insects, and, yes,
provides habitat and nesting material for
grassland birds.
Indeed, there are multiple winners here.

ON THE REFUGE
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge,Washington
Near the southwestern border of Washington State, you’ll find Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge. This 5,218 acre refuge, containing a mixture of
wetlands, grasslands, riparian corridors and forests, lies along a lower
section of the Columbia River. Wildlife in these habitats include wintering
migratory waterfowl and 23 species of mammals ranging in size from moles to mountain lions.
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1965 to provide a winter home for a dusky
subspecies of the Canada goose. Visit during the autumn and winter seasons to view thousands of geese in
various shades of gray and brown flying overhead, flocking together on walking paths and feeding on the
nutrient-rich grasses.
Unlike birds, the mammals species on this refuge are shyer and not as easy to see. But around
sunset or sunrise, keep a quiet presence and take a pair of binoculars to spot an endangered Columbia
white-tailed deer in the forest, a red fox scampering in the grasses, a coyote hunting food and chipmunks
scampering on the ground. Learn more about Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
at: fws.gov/refuge/Ridgefield.
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Q-and-A. - Al Batt
Dan Richards of Geneva wrote, "I have watched
this big cottontail at the bird feeder for many days
now. I found his corpse below the feeder without a
head! Do great horned owls dine on rabbit heads?
The body of the rabbit was untouched." Do you
know if the rabbit had made any enemies? I think
we could rule out rabbit zombies in search of bunny
brains, sharks and Bigfoot. There are other
possibilities--weasel, mink, cats, etc., but a great
horned owl is skilled at decapitating prey. It's a
jungle out there.

"How many miles a day does a hummingbird fly
during migration?" Scientists say that ruby-throated
hummingbirds average 20 to 25 miles per day.

"Do squirrels ever fall out of trees?" Beware of
falling squirrels. A helmet is a good idea, no matter
what you’re doing. A falling squirrel is usually a
baby either orphaned or from a broken home
(malfunctioning nest). A falling adult is likely ill or
injured, but a misstep is possible. I recall seeing a
squirrel fall from a tree as I exited a church in
Algona, Iowa. It hit the ground with a thud and
scampered up another tree. When bucked from a
horse, you climb back into the saddle. Perhaps the
squirrel was a thrill seeker.

yellow, the eyes from brown to yellow, body
feathers from mottled to dark brown, and head and
tail feathers from mottled to solid white. Each
successive molt comes closer to adult plumage.
Most birds attain the classic adult pattern at about
five years. Some maintain residual brown for longer
or never entirely lose it.

"What’s the best way to help a snapping turtle
cross the road?" Be safe and watch for traffic with
every eye available. Snappers and softshells are
aggressive and quick. Long necks enable them to
reach around and bite if picked up by the sides of
the shell. Never pick a snapping turtle up by the tail
as this could injure its spinal cord. Grabbing a turtle
by a rear leg while supporting it from below with
"Are there black foxes in Minnesota?" The red fox the other hand is safe. Sticks, handles, shovels or
similar items could prod turtles from behind or
has a rusty-red coat, white-tipped bushy tail and
when bitten, could be used to drag turtles across
black legs, ears and nose, but there are color
roads.
variations including black, silver-black and red
bisected by dark bands across the back and
"When does a bald eagle’s head and tail turn
shoulders (called a cross fox). It eats rodents,
white?" Mature plumage is acquired through annual
rabbits, birds, snakes, fish, insects, berries, nuts, and molts, a gradual change to the iconic plumage of
seeds. A fox hides food to be eaten later.
white head and tail. The beak turns from black to

"How many bald eagles live to be adults?" Studies
estimate mortality as high as 72 percent within one
year of leaving the nest. About 1 in 10 eagles
survive to five years.

Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge
Come and watch the grouse dance.
Reserve the use of a blind – makes your visit more comfortable and has camera portals.
The refuge is located at 7780 10th St SE, Pingree, ND.
Call the office at 701-285-3341.
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Growing digital pains felt in nature too.
- Keith Corliss
Back in the era of Baird, Wilson, and Audubon, it took a skilled marksman to study birds. Getting
feathered carcasses in hand--via the barrel of a gun--was the accepted practice of the day for science. It
wasn’t until quality viewing optics became available to the general public the world drifted away from
carrying firearms into the field and replaced them with binoculars and field guides. A similar change is
taking place today.
Photography has been around a long time. At its beginning and for many decades after, it was a
hobby laden with gear, like tripods, lenses, dark rooms, light meters, flash bulbs, and more. In addition, it
took time to hone the skills required to make a photograph turn out just right.
Enter the digital age.
Today it is as simple as pulling out a cellular phone and, with one tap, an image is instantly
captured. Dickinson’s Jack Lefor is a highly artful photographer whose images are published in many
places. Back in the 1990s, he was shooting with a 4 x 5-inch view camera, tirelessly honing his craft and
producing sensational images. “Now,” Lefor says, “digital does it for you. If it doesn’t, the processing
software will.”
The ease with which virtually anyone can be considered at least a modestly accomplished
photographer has created a sort of friction among nature viewers. In combination with the race to get one’s
selfie or other photograph seen on social media, we have the elements of, at a minimum, a gray area of
conflict between nature observers and nature photographers.
The organization most known among amateur bird watchers, the American Birding Association,
maintains a dos and don’ts bible called Principles of Birding Ethics. “In any conflict of interest between
birds and birders, the welfare of the birds and their environment comes first,” it states. “To avoid stressing
birds or exposing them to danger, exercise restraint and caution during observation, photography…”
The ultimate risk, of course, is stressing wildlife to the point where things like nesting is abandoned
or not even attempted. Or the subject simply moves on, depriving others from enjoying it.
This is where things get a little uncomfortable. In anxious attempts to get a glimpse of a rare bird,
especially for the first time, birders occasionally skirt standards. “No Trespassing” signs, for instance,
suddenly become mere background clutter to be ignored. I’m no angel. I’ve cut corners, too. Yet it does
appear as if the current age of digital imagery has opened up the flood gates.
There’s also the baiting controversy. Photographers, in an attempt to get that dramatic shot of the
owl, will place pet store mice on the ground in hopes of capturing the action. “I spend hours online and
owls are a very popular subject,” says Lefor, adding, “You can tell which ones are baited.”
“The conflicts that have arisen since digital photography have definitely changed the way birding
works,” says professional bird guide, Erik Bruhnke, of Naturally Avian Birding Tours and Victor Emanuel
Nature Tours. Bruhnke, who splits his year between Duluth and the lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas, has
a front row seat to the actions (both good and bad) of clients.
“The drive to get the bigger and better picture seems to get the best of people,” Bruhnke says. “It
overwhelms them at times, to the point where the well being of the bird is not considered first.”
This clash is akin to supplemental feeding in a way. Even among experts there is no consensus
opinion whether a person should maintain bird feeders or not. Similarly, it seems, aggressively
photographing birds (and wildlife in general) has its detractors and defenders.
We are still in the midst of a digital explosion; everyone has a camera today. The genie is out of the
bottle not to be returned. In most areas of our lives we are left to wrestle with the boundaries that will
define and guide our digital futures. It’s everywhere, even in bird photography. We may not be shooting
them with birdshot so much anymore but the craving to capture at least the essence of the animal is still
very much alive.
Like one area birder recently confided to me, “I’m always trying to get that better shot.”
- Keith Corliss

Prairie Tweets

Issue 22, April 2016

Page 7

Early Waterfowl
<ND-BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU>
Date: Tue, 8 Mar 2016 13:54:57 +0000
Not sure if this is coincidental since we live on the east coast but there has been massive waterfowl
movement over the last week or so. Usually, geese and swans don't start moving north until a bit later in
March but there were obvious flights of both in the last week of February. It's probably safe to assume
similar movements along the central flyway based on the staggering numbers being reported in North
Dakota! Tyler Bell, California, Maryland
On Behalf Of Corey Ellingson
Greetings ND Birders:
To follow-up Dave Lambeth's post, yes the waterfowl is crazy early!
Folks will have to put up with Ebird flags another week or two yet for waterfowl, unless I change them.
Tipped off to early Snow Geese by Facebook, I visited Tewaukon NWR this past weekend. Saturday night
at sundown I recorded 14 species of waterfowl ( <750 individuals), including 10 of which flagged as too
early by Ebird. The highlight being an American Black Duck, a species I missed last year.
I had so much fun I went back Sunday and arrived at 11:00am. The 10 acres of open water had
become a square mile overnight, and 100,000 birds were observed. Twenty-one species of waterfowl were
recorded. The best was a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers. The lone American Black Duck had become a
needle in a haystack, and not re-found.
By the time I left three hours later, Ron Martin and Stacy Whipp had arrived and the number of birds had
climbed to 275,000!
Special thanks to Charlotte Jacobson who had arrived and alerted us to a male Snowy Owl south of
Geneseo which we observed.
Love the spring arrivals, keep the reports coming!
My other highlight for the weekend was a Western Meadowlark near Walcott.
Good Birding, Corey Ellingson, Bismarck, ND
From: Larry Jones; Subject: Eastern bluebirds
9 eastern bluebirds in our yard this morning along with 20 tree sparrows and 200 common redpolls
which spent the winter. Larry Jones, Rural Bowdon
From: Deb Lancaster; Subject: Red Winged Blackbird
Hi all, First red winged blackbird (full adult male) of the season appeared at my feeders yesterday,
3/7. 8 robins were in the hay yard next door yesterday, 3/7. Still have 50+ redpolls at the feeders, down
from over a hundred a week ago. Two/three black billed magpies have been seen here off & on over the
winter; this is the first year I have ever seen them on my land. A male Northern Harrier was a few miles
north of Richardton this morning, near the Dunn County line on Hwy 8. Saw a female N. Harrier about a
mile west of here on 3/3. Many Canada geese have been going over for about 10 days now; on 3/5 there
were about 200 in a field just north of Hwy 200 by the bridge near Lake Ilo NWR, Dunn Center. The large
pond across the road from here is still 99% frozen but the slough to the east has opened up a lot; I have
seen some ducks going over & hope to have time to go check out what's there tomorrow. : )
Deb Lancaster, SW of Halliday
From: Armand Lagasse; Subject: Cackling goose
Yesterday near Rolla;
One cackling goose on the ground along with six Canadas; One snowy owl
Armand Lagasse, Rolla, ND

Page 8

Issue 22, April 2016

Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North
Dakota Through Nature-based Tourism Focused
on Birding!

From the mailbag
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Board of Directors
Jeff Galt, D.C., President - Carrington
Ines Dunn, Vice-President - Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Frank Klein, Director, Carrington
Searle Swedlund, Director – Jamestown

Al Batt's Column – March 6, 2016

From Kathy Bolin, "I saw several golden eagles on Saturday and honed my identification skills on that
one a bit. At least I wouldn’t confuse it with a wren."
Kathy had gone on an eagle field trip to the blufflands that was offered by the National Eagle
Center in Wabasha.
Jeff Reiter of Glen Ellyn, Illinois wrote this regarding the Sax-Zim Winter Birding Festival held in
Meadowlands, Minnesota in February. "I was one of six attendees from the DuPage Birding Club and we
had quite an experience on Saturday night -- in a nutshell, we finally found a great gray owl just before
dark, and then we celebrated by driving off the road. Two hours later we got towed out of the ditch and
drove back to Duluth for dinner."

Jeff had discovered that Minnesota is a friendly state and our Minnesota road
ditches welcome guests at all times, but especially during the winter.
"I have never been a millionaire, but I have enjoyed a great meal, a crackling fire, a glorious sunset, a walk
with a friend, a hug from a child, a cup of soup, a kiss behind the ear. There are plenty of life's tiny
delights for all of us." -- Jack Anthony
"Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony."– Mohandas Gandhi

Bluebirds are a symbol of happiness. Most birds are.
Al Batt

We are very excited about our "Friends of the Refuge" designation and all the potential it has for BDD
and Arrowwood Refuge.

We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, birder, or
simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a great time to join
our board or become a supporter and make a difference. If you are interested, please
call 701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email info@birdingdrives.com
Jeff Galt, D.C., President
Birding Drives Dakota

