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 Bob Anderson is from Valley City, ND, 
 where he lives with his wife and 3 children. 
 He grew up on a farm in southeastern ND, 
 and has been a birder for as long as he 
 can remember. 
     Dr. Anderson has a Ph.D. in Biological 
 Sciences from South Dakota State 
 University, where he researched  
 waterfowl migrations. 
     For nine months of the year, he is a 
 professor at Valley City State University, 
 where he teaches Ornithology, 
 Mammalogy, and other Fisheries and 
 Wildlife courses. 

During his time off, he spends as much time as possible birding, traveling, gardening, and 
recreation with his family. He offers his own guiding business, ND Birding, specializing in finding 
target birds for visiting birders. 

(TOURS: Arrowwood NWR – Thursday; Chase Lake NWR – Friday; Horsehead Lake/Kidder Co. 
- Saturday)

 
  Adrian Azar, a lifelong resident of Williston, spends his time birding 
throughout the various landscapes and habitats of North Dakota. Adrian 
has loved birds since he was young and has since traveled  across the 
Midwest and the Rockies, in search of birds. He also enjoys  
photographing and documenting wildlife throughout his travels. His    
favorite part of birding is exploring new places and discovering what is   
out there.

 (TOURS: Birds of the Drift Prairie – Thursday; Horsehead Lake – 
Friday;  Sully's Hill NWR – Saturday; ND Specialties –  Sunday) 



Corey Ellingson – For the past two decades, Corey has worked for the
State of North Dakota as a computer programmer. He was raised in Minot
and now lives in Bismarck . 

He has served as President of the North Dakota Birding Society, served as a
voting member of the North Dakota Bird Records Committee, and currently
writes a column in the Bismarck Tribune as part of a bi-monthly Bismarck-
Mandan Bird Club contribution.  Also, Corey has authored the North Dakota
Birding Notes which contributes to the North American Birds publication
for the past 20 years.

As an avid birder, he monitors the birding List-serve for any rare birds to search for. His favorite 
birding season is the last two weeks in May, when a flood of wood warblers and neo-tropic 
migrants pass through. Being hearing-impaired, the prairie birding becomes somewhat difficult, but
the high numbers of nesting species in North Dakota is always a joy to experience and there is 
always something to see.

(TOURS:   Birds of the Drift Prairie – Thursday; Horsehead Lake – Friday & Saturday)

Alex Galt grew up in Carrington, ND and was introduced to bird watching 
as an undergraduate at North Dakota State University. Since that time, he has
been an avid birder and ornithologist focusing his graduate research at Fort 
Hays State University (FHSU) on nesting success and diversity of bird 
communities in restored prairie pothole wetlands in western Minnesota. 

Alex has experience with a variety of bird surveys and managed a songbird 
banding station at FHSU while pursuing his graduate degree. He has guided 
birding tours at the Quivira National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) and Cheyenne 
Bottoms Wildlife Area in central Kansas and the Port Louisa NWR in 

southeastern Iowa. 

Alex is currently a Wildlife Biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Morris Wetland
Management District in west-central Minnesota.

(TOURS:   Arrowwood NWR – Thursday; Sparrow School – Friday; Sully's Hill NWR – Saturday)



Jesse Kolar is from Dickinson, ND. He studied wildlife biology at
the University of Montana, Missoula, and completed graduate research
on pronghorn and mule deer in western ND through the University of
Missouri, Columbia. He has helped with research projects on Dusky
Flycatchers in central Idaho, sharp-tailed grouse in Stanley, ND, as well
as various upland game, waterfowl and Breeding Bird Surveys in
western ND and eastern Montana. 

Jesse is also a former Peace Corps Volunteer and went to Honduras. He
is a former member of the Honduran Ornithological Society, and he
assisted the author of the upcoming Field Guide to the Birds of Honduras in a two-week birding 
tour of western Honduras. 

Jesse works as an upland game biologist for the North Dakota Game and Fish Department in 
Dickinson, ND. 

Quote: “I have been into bird watching since I got my first slingshot when I was 8 or 9, but would 
say I have been a "birder" since I got my first pair of "real" binoculars 15 years ago.”

(TOURS: ND Specialties– Thursday; Chase Lake NWR – Friday; ND Specialites - Saturday)

 Ron Martin is editor of the “Northern Great Plains Region” for the 
 journal “North American Birds.”  He is past president of the North
 Dakota Birding Society and past chairman of the North Dakota Bird
 Records Committee. He has been the ND state coordinator of the 
 North  American Breeding Bird Survey since 1983. 

 Ron has co-authored papers on the status of White-faced Ibis, 
 Burrowing Owl, and Northern Mockingbird in North Dakota, and is 
 co-author of the bird finding guide "Birding North Dakota". 

Ron has led birding tours for the  American Birding Association in North Dakota and Texas. Ron's 
favorite birds are Ferruginous Hawk, Sprague's Pipit, Le Conte's Sparrow, and gulls.  

(TOURS: Horsehead Lake – Friday & Saturday)



TOUR GUIDE ASSISTANTS:

Assisting on Guided Bus Tours

  Paul Halko, Deputy Project Leader for Arrowwood National Wildlife 
  Refuge Complex, has worked at multiple locations across North Dakota 
  working to conserve and protect wetland and grassland habitat in the heart 
  of the prairie pothole region. 

  When not working with habitat, he enjoys experiencing the outdoors with 
  his family through hiking, hunting and fishing. Birding and wildlife 
  observation is fit into all their family activities from a short evening canoe 
  trip to a jaunt across the state playing hockey. 

His favorite birds are many. However, he is most inspired by the Belted Kingfisher and the Sandhill
Crane.

  (TOUR: Arrowwood NWR – Thursday;  Sully's Hill NWR - Saturday)

  Stacy Adolf-Whipp, a manager with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife from the 
  Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge Complex, is an avid birder who enjoys 
  traveling to see new birds, as well as watching local birds visit her feeders at 
  home. 

  During her career, Stacy has surveyed threatened and endangered birds, 
  waterfowl, and grassland songbirds throughout North Dakota. Although 
  she would have liked to have picked ten, Stacy selected two bird favorites: 
  the Piping Plover and the Chickadee!

(TOUR: Birds of the Drift Prairie – Thursday; Chase Lake – Friday;  Horsehead Lake – Saturday)


