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7
th

 Annual Potholes & Prairie 

Birding Festival 

June 3-7, 2009 

Jamestown, North Dakota 

 
Headquartered at: Holiday Inn Express - 701-251-2131 

   Comfort Inn – 701-252-7125  

   Lakeview Meadow Resort – 701-252-5100 

 

Featuring Top Birding Experts 
 

Julie Zickefoose, artist, writer & naturalist 

Bill Thompson, III, “Bird Watcher’s Digest”  

Sharon Stiteler, birdchick.com 

Numerous ND birding experts   

Featured Guest: Steve Stark as Theodore Roosevelt. 
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Birdchick.com 

Festival Agenda 
 

Wednesday, June 3 
 

 

3:00 – 8:00 PM  Registration 
  Holiday Inn Express Conference 

Room  

Registrants please check in and pick up your packets.  Packets will 

continue to be available from festival representatives throughout the 

festival weekend.  

5:00 – 8:00 PM  Birders Social  
  Holiday Inn Express Conference 

Room 

Need to unwind after a long day. Stop in at the social and enjoy light  

hors d'oeuvre and a beverage while getting the chance to meet your 

hosts and fellow birders. 

 

7:00 – 8:00 PM Digiscoping SOS Seminar with 

   Birdchick 
 (free with Digiscoping Specialty Tour) ($20) 

 Comfort Inn Hospitality Room #229 

 Presenter: Sharon Stiteler  

 Sponsor: Swarovski Optics 
 

 You have the equipment but the photos don't look 

like other digiscoped photos you see on the Internet. 

 This workshop will cover your set up and techniques 

used for getting those great shots.  Sharon will share some of her best 

photos and videos as well as some of her worst.  A great workshop for 

those who are going to purchase a set up or already have one and want 

to hone their digiscoping skills. This informational birding seminar is a 

must see for those attending the Digiscoping Hands-On Specialty Tour 

Thursday, June 4) Free for those signed up for the Digiscoping with 

Birdchick specialty tour. 
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Thursday, June 4 

 

5:00 AM - 2:00 PM Arrowwood National 

Wildlife Refuge Guided 

Tour ($55) 

 Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking 

Lot 
 Sack lunch is provided. 

 Tour Guide: Dr. David Lambeth 

  Tour Guide: Dr. Bob O’Conner 

  Assisted by: Paulette Scherr and  

         Stacy Adolf-Whipp  

        Sponsor: Eagle Optics 

   

This motor coach tour is designed for birders looking for a wide variety 

of local birds.  Along with other nearby destinations, the tour will 

venture to Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge, which is located 

along the James River in east-central North Dakota.  The refuge is 

15,934 acres in size and made up of lakes, marshes, prairie grasslands, 

wooded coulees, and cultivated fields.  The shallow wetland areas often 

produce Willow Flycatchers and Marsh and Sedge wrens.  Deeper 

wetlands often harbor Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets, American 

Bitterns, Black-crowned Night-Herons, and Hooded Mergansers.  In 

grassland areas, look for Upland Sandpipers, Sedge Wrens, and 

Bobolinks.  Other species frequently seen include Savannah, 

Grasshopper, and Clay-colored sparrows.  Dickcissels, Le Conte’s and 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed sparrows are not common, but can be seen on 

occasion.  A variety of breeding waterfowl and upland game birds can 

also be seen for a complete birding experience. 

 

 

OPTIONAL: SATELLITE TOURS (Limit 7-11)  
4:00 AM - TBA  North Dakota Bird Specialties 

($100) 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

(Sack lunch is provided)  

Tour Guide: Dr. Bob Anderson 

 Photo by Dr. 

Anderson  

FULL 
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A totally new and unique approach for a birding festival outing, our 

'specialty birds' tour has a highly-focused objective of finding a select-

few rare or more difficult-to-see North Dakota bird species. Limited to 

seven-eleven participants, this small-group approach insures an intimate 

experience and a higher degree of success.  Our entire itinerary will be 

decided by polling the small group of participants on the birds they 

most wish to see, then pursuing the birds that are most sought after by 

the group. Tour guide, Dr. Bob Anderson, will set the itinerary 

customized for the group, to put birders in the right place at the right 

time to see the specialty birds on the collaborative 'most wanted' list.  

6:00 AM – 2:00 PM Digiscoping with Birdchick  

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot ($100) 

(Sack lunch is provided) 

Tour Guide: Sharon Stiteler  

Sponsor: Swarovski 

 

Spend the morning taking photos of prairie birds!  This 

field trip is for people with digiscoping equipment (or 

other photography equipment).  The group will spend 

time getting shots of all the local specialties from bobolink to 

(hopefully) Baird's sparrow.  This is not a field trip for getting as many 

life birds as possible; this is about spending time to get a great photo of 

some prairie birds.  This is a limited space field trip that will focus on 

field techniques for getting those jaw-dropping shots of your favorite 

birds. Participants are encouraged to take the preliminary, Digiscoping 

Seminar that will be held on Wednesday evening. This seminar is free 

of charge to those registering for this tour. Take your newly learned 

skills out to the field for practical application.  Bring your cameras and 

spotting scopes for first hand instruction that will help participants learn 

to ―capture the moment.‖ 

 

 

 

2:00 – 4:00 PM Discover Jamestown 

   (Explore On Your Own) 
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Jamestown, also known as the Buffalo City, is a progressive, mid-sized 

city of approximately 15,000 residents located in the heart of the 

prairies of North Dakota. Located just off of the intersection of 

Interstate 94 and Highway 281, it is located between two major cities, 

Fargo and the state capital, Bismarck. Located in the valley where the 

James and Pipestem Rivers meet, Jamestown offers a variety of 

recreational opportunities: from summer activities such as fishing, 

hunting, and golfing to winter activities such as ice fishing, 

snowmobiling, and cross country skiing. Take time to visit 

Jamestown’s fine businesses and unique attractions and enjoy the quiet 

and hospitality of the northern plains. A list of area businesses and 

attractions is available at the festival registration desk.  

 

4:00 – 7:00 PM Cash Social, Sightseeing & 

Buffalo Dinner    ($30) 

Frontier Village & National Buffalo 

Museum 

 (shuttle service provided) 

 

Enjoy the sights at the Frontier Village 

with a stroll through the authentic pioneer 

town. Then venture over to the National 

Buffalo Museum at 5:00 pm for a cash social followed by a mouth-

watering ñBuffalo Dipò dinner at 6:00 p.m. Dress is casual, come 

―western‖ if you prefer.  Jamestown’s authentic pioneer town at the end 

of Louis L’Amour Lane, the nostalgic Frontier Village complex 

features a post office, a trading post which houses a souvenir shop, a 

saloon, a fire department, barber shop, jail, sheriff’s office, Louis 

L’Amour writer’s shack, and much more. The state’s oldest grocery 

store was moved to the complex from Eldridge, a small town 15 miles 

west of Jamestown. The store was built in 1878 and now features a gift 

shop and an old fashioned soda fountain during the summer months. 

Stagecoach rides and main street entertainment are also featured. The 

Village is complimented by Jamestown’s ―claim to fame,‖ The Worldôs 

Largest Buffalo, a cement sculpture built in 1959 that stands 26’ tall, 

46’ long and weighs 60 ton.  
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The National Buffalo Museum and its 

associated bison herd, which includes White 

Cloud – an extraordinarily rare, true albino 

―White Buffalo‖ – and her white calf, Dakota 

Miracle. A third white calf, Dakota Legend, 

was born in 2008, was fathered by Dakota 

Thunder, a son of White Cloud and carrier of the 

albino gene.  All housed at the Frontier Village. The mission of the 

North Dakota Buffalo Foundation (NDBF) is to foster awareness of the 

cultural and historical significance of the North American bison. The 

museum exhibits focus primarily on the history of bison in the plains 

culture, but offer something for every interest.  Displays include Plains 

Indian artifacts; a wide variety of artwork; the 19th century firearms 

used by bison hunter; remains of prehistoric bison; a children’s room 

featuring wildlife of North Dakota; and video presentation about the 

history of bison.  Together, the National Buffalo Museum and bison 

herd contribute to the distinctive character of Jamestown as the 

―Buffalo City.‖ 

 

4:00 – 5:00 PM The Kingfisher Seminar          ($20) 

  Buffalo Museum 

  Presenter: Stephen Ingraham  

  Sponsor: Zeiss Optics 
 

Stephen Ingraham from Zeiss Optics will share words and images that 

feature birds, birding, and birders. His program will feature little 

illustrated story-poems in which you are likely to encounter yourself. 

 

7:00 – 9:00 PM Jam Session with Bill & Julie  

   Frontier Village Amphitheater 
 

Bring your instruments and join in on a fun ―Jam Session‖ led by the 

talented duo Bill Thompson, III, editor of  Bird Watcherôs Digest and 

Julie Zickefoose, artist, writer and naturalist.. 

 

 

 

 

By John M. Steiner 
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Friday, June 5 
 

5:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Chase Lake Guided Tour ($55) 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

Sack lunch is provided. 

Tour Guide: Corey Ellingson 

Tour Guide: Clark Talkington 

Assisted by: Paulette Scherr and Stacy 

Adolf-Whipp 

 

For those in search of some of North Dakota’s specialty birds like the 

Baird’s Sparrow, don’t miss this tour.  The guided motor coach tour to 

Chase Lake National Wildlife Refuge will take birders through 

rolling hills of mixed-grass prairie and agricultural land dotted with 

thousands of prairie wetlands of various sizes and permanency.  This 

area provides a diverse blend of habitats that support a wide array of 

bird species.  The highlight of this tour is Chase Lake National Wildlife 

Refuge, home to North America’s largest American White Pelican 

nesting colony.  Also, several hundred Double-crested Cormorants, 

Ring-billed and California gulls, and a few Caspian Terns typically nest 

here.  Other common bird sightings might include Western, Clark’s and 

Eared grebes, Cattle and Snowy egrets, Franklin’s Gulls, Forster’s 

Terns, and a wide variety of duck species.  Birders will also have the 

opportunity to hear or see Virginia Rails, Soras, Marsh and Sedge 

wrens, and Swamp, LeConte’s, and Nelson’s Sharp-tailed sparrows.  

The popular Baird’s Sparrow, along with Sprague’s Pipits, and 

Chestnut-collared Longspurs are also usually present.  Swainson’s 

Hawks and Loggerhead Shrikes can be common sightings in tree rows. 

 

OPTIONAL: SATELLITE TOURS (Limit 7-11)  

 
4:00 AM – 2:00 PM Dawn Birding in Kidder 

                     County  with Julie 

                     Zickefoose                           ($100) 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

(Sack lunch is provided)  

Tour Guide: Julie Zickefoose 
FULL 
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Grasshopper Sparrow by Rick Bohn 

 Ric 

 

As a naturalist, Julie Zickefoose is happiest when she not only sees 

birds but watches them. This eye-opener trip to one of the best birding 

hotspots in North Dakota is bound to have you adding birds to your life 

list. Join naturalist, Julie Zickefoose, in a small group tour that will take 

you to prime birding locations. 

 

   REPEAT TOUR 

 4:00 AM – TBA     North Dakota Bird Specialties 
($100) 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking 

Lot 

(Sack lunch is provided)  

Tour Guide: Dr. Bob Anderson 

Due to the high demand of this tour we are 

offering it again.  See full description on 

Thursday’s agenda.  

 

 

  

 

2:00 – 4:00 PM Discover Jamestown  (repeat) 

  (Explore & Enjoy On Your Own) 
 

4:00 – 5:00 PM  Birding by Ear - Seminar       
($20) 

Jamestown Arts Center 

 (shuttle service available) 

Presenter: Dr. David Lambeth  

 

Dr. David Lambeth  is a professional 

when it comes to helping birders discover 

the world of birdsong . . .Vocalizations 

are an important aspect of bird behavior 

and the ability to identify birdsongs a 

critical skill for field birders.  This 

FULL 
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workshop will focus on learning to identify birds through song and call 

recognition. 

 

    

 5:00 – 7:00 PM  Wine Tasting Social    ($30) 

  Jamestown Arts Center 

   (shuttle service available) 

 

Join your fellow birders for wine-tasting, hors d'oeuvres and time to 

unwind and share your experiences after a hectic day.  Enjoy bird 

photography while you relax. 

 

 

   

 7:00 – 9:00 PM  Dine Around Downtown 
  (return shuttle ï North Parking Lot-Babbs)

   

Enjoy dinner on your own at one of these downtown Jamestown 

restaurants. All are within walking distance of The Arts Center.  

Babb’s Coffee House – A taste of Seattle. This cozy venue offers 

coffee & specialty drinks, hot and cold sandwiches, and baked goods.     

 Buffalo City Grill – Classic American cuisine in one of Jamestown's 

historic landmark buildings. This well decorated venue offers beef, 

bison, chicken, pork and seafood along with freshly made soups, salads 

and pastas that appeal to every appetite. 

Continental Bistro - The entry opens into the bar and a seating area 

with a warm, elegant décor. The main dining room features the 

traditional red and white checked tablecloths of an Italian restaurant. 

The menu is Italian cuisine on one side and ―Jamestown’s Favorites‖ — 

like broasted chicken and Lil’s secret-recipe pizza — on the other. All 

are moderately priced. 
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Saturday, June 6 
 

5:00 AM - 2:00 PM     Horsehead Lake Guided Tour 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

($55) 

Sack lunch is provided. 

Tour Guide: Dr. David Lambeth 

Tour Guide: Ron Martin  

Assisted by: Paulette Scherr and  

Stacy Adolf Whipp 
 

 

Here is another opportunity for birders to add to their life lists on this 

motor coach tour.  Guided by experts, birders will explore the 

Horsehead Lake area for more of the state’s specialty birds, and will 

discover much more.  Horsehead Lake is located in Kidder County, 

which is known as one of North Dakota’s hottest birding spots.  This is 

a premier example of the famous Prairie Pothole Region.  This area is 

teeming with an extreme diversity of breeding grassland and wetland 

bird species.  Birders will have the chance to see American Bitterns, 

Franklin’s Gulls, Yellow and Virginia rails, Sedge and Marsh wrens; 

and Le Conte’s and Nelson’s Sharp-tailed sparrows.  Drier prairie sites 

might offer sightings of Ferruginous Hawks, Chestnut-collared 

Longspurs, Vesper, Savannah and Grasshopper sparrows, as well as one 

of the area’s most sought after species, the Baird’s Sparrow.   
 

 

OPTIONAL: SATELLITE TOURS (Limit 7-11)  

 
7:00 AM – 2:00 PM    Big Day with Bill Thompson 

III  

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking 

Lot 

(Sack lunch is provided) 

Tour Guide: Bill Thompson III ($100) 

 

Are you coming to see many species of 

North Dakota birds! Spend a ―Big 

Rick Bohn Yellow 

Bearded Blackbird 
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Day‖with renowned birder, Bill Thompson III, and you are sure 

to add many bird species to your birding list.  

 

 

7:00 AM – 2:00 PM   Birding by Ear w Birdchick  
 Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot ($100) 

 (Sack lunch is provided) 

 Tour Guide: Sharon Stiteler  

 Sponsor: Swarovski 

 

One of the most beautiful ways to enjoy birds is by their songs and calls 

(especially when they hide in prairie grasses).  This field trip will focus 

on the songs of the prairie and give you an insight into the language of 

birds. 

 

 

 

2:00 – 4:00 PM Discover Jamestown            (repeat) 

  (Explore & Enjoy On Your Own) 

 

 

6:00 – 9:00 PM  Birders Banquet/Silent Auction 

($40) 

  Reiland Center, Jamestown College  

  (shuttle service available) 

 

Enjoy a scrumptious dinner at the Reiland Fine Arts Center located on 

the beautiful Jamestown College campus. 

 

The evening entertainment will feature Steve Stark. Steve has 

entertained and enlightened thousands of people throughout the nation 

with his unique history presentations. He has performed as Theodore 

Roosevelt, across North Dakota and in eighteen states and Washington, 

DC.  He was seen as Theodore Roosevelt on The History Channel and 

appeared on a National Public Radio history series as the voice of 

Theodore Roosevelt.  He is also an award-winning editorial cartoonist 

and has illustrated books. Steve’s illustrated history presentation 

combines his skills as an actor with his talents as an illustrator to 

present a program you should always remember. 
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By Rick Bohn 

 

A silent auction will also be held. Take time to bid on your favorite 

item. 

 

  Sunday, June 7 
 

7:00 AM - 1:00 PM   Stroll Along the River Northern 

Prairie Wildlife Research Center 

(NPWRC) Guided Tour ($55) 
 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

Sack lunch is provided. 

Tour Guide: Paulette Scherr and Stacy Adolf-

Whipp 

 

Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center (NPWRC) is one of 18 

science and technology centers in the Biological Resources Department 

of the US Geological Survey. Besides the physical buildings, NPWRC 

has carnivore holding pens and 20 experimental ponds. Much of the site 

remains in degraded native prairie or has been planted to native grasses. 

The James River runs through the property, and several oxbow ponds of 

varying size are present.  This tour will give birders the opportunity to 

explore the site as well as visit with some of the research center staff 

who will be joining the tour.  Birders will find woodland birds and a 

wide variety of flora and fauna while enjoying the riparian woodlands 

along North America's flattest river.  

 

7:00 AM - 2:30 PM Bird Watching For 

Dummies with Bill Thompson III 

Guided Tour          ($30) 

Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

Sack lunch is provided. 

Tour Guide: Bill Thompson III 

 

Join the author of ñBird Watching for 

Dummiesò as he guides this fun and informational motor coach tour 

that is filled with the joys of bird watching. Designed for both 

Rick Bohn Orchard Oriole 

http://biology.usgs.gov/pub_aff/centers.html
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experienced and ―first time‖ birders this tour is a great beginning for all.  

The tour closes with a stop at Lakeview Meadows where participants 

join fellow birders for an old fashioned ice cream social and a time to 

share birding experiences. 

 

OPTIONAL: SATELLITE TOUR (Limit 7-11)  

 
5:00 AM – 1:00 PM  Dawn Birding in Kidder 

County (Repeat) ($100) 

  Departs: Holiday Inn Express Parking Lot 

  (Sack lunch is provided) 

  Tour Guide: Julie Zickefoose 

 

This eye-opener trip to one of the best birding hotspots in North Dakota 

is bound to have you adding birds to your life list. Join naturalist, Julie 

Zickefoose, in a small group tour that will take you to prime birding 

locations. 

 

1:30 – 3:00 PM  Ice Cream Social & Farewell 
   Lakeview Meadow Resort 

   (shuttle service available) 

 

Birders will gather on the lawn of the beautiful Lakeview Meadow 

Resort overlooking Jamestown Reservoir. Enjoy ice cream sundaes 

along with your favorite toppings as you reminisce and bid farewell to 

your fellow birders.  

 

What to expect on the bus tours: 

Although some bus travel will be on pavement, the majority 

will be on gravel roads.  Buses will make frequent stops (based on the 

guides’ discretion), where birders will have the opportunity to get out 

FULL 
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and observe a variety of bird species.  Expect some off-trail walking 

through tall grass over varied, but mostly flat terrain.  

Wear comfortable, waterproof/resistant boots or shoes.  Knee-

length rubber boots might be something to add to the list because of the 

heavy dew which coats the grass in the mornings.  We do advise you 

bring your rubber boots if you've got them.  Also, it is recommended 

that birders dress in layers, as the weather varies from cold (mornings) 

to hot (midday).   

Come prepared for insects (including ticks and mosquitoes), sun or 

rain! 

Buses are equipped with lavatory facilities.  There may also be 

designated restroom stops during each tour.  Due to the fact that these 

tours are in extremely rural areas, the somewhat limited facilities will 

include local establishments such as cafes and gas stations. Small 

group specialty tours will not have on board lavatory facilities and 

bathroom stops might be primitive at best, including using the great 

outdoors 

_________________________________________________________ 

► Much of the  information describing Long Lake  and Chase Lake National 

Wildlife Refuges, and the Horsehead Lake area was drawn from ñNorth 

Dakota Birding,ò a guide by Dan Svingen and Ron Martin, with permission of 

the authors.    

About The Guides & 

Presenters 

Julie Zickelfoose is an artist, 

writer and naturalist at home in the 

Appalachian foothills of Ohio. Every day, I 

roam our 80 acre wildlife sanctuary, and 

every day I find something new. This deep 
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relationship with the land is the wellspring for my writing and art. Since 

1986, I’ve made a living from natural history illustration and writing.  

I’m writing and illustrating my own books now, providing commentary 

for National Public Radio, and bringing the natural world to more than 

11,000 readers with a daily web log which can be found on her website 

www.juliezickefoose.com.  I have finally convinced myself that hiking 

in the woods and fields is my work. Naturally I love my job. Check out 

Julie’s article about the wonders of North Dakota ―North Dakota State 

of Mind,‖ at: 
http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/travel/north_dakota.aspx 

Bill Thompson, III, has been editor of Bird Watcher’s Digest 

since 1995, seventeen years after his 

family began publishing the magazine. 

At the age of eight, Bill developed a 

keen interest in bird watching. A man 

of many interests, Bill has a degree in 

philosophy from Western College at 

Miami University of Ohio. He has had 

a variety of occupations including 

musician, house painter, lunch chef and senior account executive at the 

advertising firm of Ogilvy & Mather in New York. Bill has also 

authored ñAn Identification Guide to Common Backyard Birdsò and 

ñBird Watching for Dummies.ò  Bill has trekked to the farthest reaches 

of North America, both as a birder and guide of birding field trips. He 

has birded throughout Europe, Africa, Central America and the Middle 

East. His favorite bird is the Red-headed Woodpecker, but a close 

second is the Indigo Bunting. 

Sharon Stiteler, writes Birdchick.com, one 

of the most popular birding blogs on the Internet. 

 She also writes for WildBird Magazine, Birding 

Business and has published two books, City 

Birds/Country Birds and Disapproving Rabbits. 

 She's a hardcore digiscoper who relaxes by 

http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/travel/north_dakota.aspx
http://www.birdchick.com/
http://www.wildbirdmagazine.com/
http://www.birdingbusiness.com/
http://www.birdingbusiness.com/
http://www.birdingbusiness.com/
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tending her beehives and driving her non birding husband nuts. 

Dr. Bob Anderson, began birding while growing up on the 

family farm in southeast ND, 

which thankfully gave him lots of 

opportunities to explore the 

outdoors. He has been birding for 

as far back as he can remember, 

although much more seriously over 

the last 15 years.  He lives in West 

Fargo, ND with his wife and 

daughter.  

 Dr. Anderson received his Ph.D. in Biological Sciences (researched 

waterfowl migrations) from South Dakota State University in 2005.  He 

is an Associate Professor at Valley City State University for 9 months 

out of the year (Full-time birder the other 3 months). He has his own 

guiding business, ND Birding, where he specializes in finding North 

Dakota target birds. He teaches courses in ornithology, mammalogy, 

ichthyology, as well as wildlife and fish management. Dr. Anderson 

also does avian studies in the summer as a private consultant, including 

studies for proposed wind farms.  He is a member of the American 

Birding Association and The North Dakota Birding Society.  

Tour guide and presenter, Dr. David Lambeth, has traveled all 

over North Dakota observing and photographing birds.  He enjoys 

doing ―BIG DAY‖ counts where identifying birds by ear is an 

important asset.  For 17 years, David compiled North Dakota bird 

records for the Northern Great Plains and, for more than ten years, 

wrote seasons reports for American Birds.  He is a professor of 

biochemistry at the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, and 

founder of the Grand Cities Bird Club.  David says his favorite bird is 

always the last bird he has seen!  But if he had to choose one, the 

species he finds most intriguing is the Yellow Rail. 

http://www.ndbirding.com/
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Tour guide, Ron Martin, is editor of the ñNorthern Great Plains 

Regionò for the journal ―North American Birds.‖  He is past president 

of the North Dakota Birding Society and chairman of the North Dakota 

Birding Society Records Committee.  He has been state coordinator of 

the North American Breeding Bird Survey since 1983.  Ron has also 

been the editor of the ―Great Plains‖ section of the North American 

Bird Report since 1990.  He co-authored a paper on the status of 

―Northern Mockingbirds in North Dakota,‖ and is co-editor of the 2003 

Bird Finding Guide for North Dakota.  He has led birding tours for the 

American Birding Association in North Dakota and Texas.  Ron’s 

favorite birds are the Ferruginous Hawk, Sprague’s Pipit, Le Conte’s 

Sparrow, and gulls!  

 

 

Steve Ingraham has been a birder for going on 20 years now, and 

a writer and photographer for going on 50. His work as the Carl Zeiss 

Birding Product Specialist takes him all over the country to birding 

events and locations. He lives (when not traveling) in southern Maine, 

with his wife and 3 of 5 daughters who are still at home. You can find 

his photography at, sipotd.wordpress.com or singraham.smugmug.com 

and some of his birding stories at thekingfisher.wordpress.com. 

http://sipotd.wordpress.com/
http://singraham.smugmug.com/
http://thekingfisher.wordpress.com/
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Tour guide, Dr. Robert 

O’Connor, has been a birder since 

1961, when a Boy Scout merit badge 

project introduced him to the hobby.  

He has birded North Dakotan since 

becoming a member of the NDSU 

English epartment in 1985 and has seen 

352 of the state’s bird species.  A 

former President of the North Dakota Birding Society, he 

publishedñBirding the Fargo/Moorhead Areaò in 1999.  His birds of 

choice include the warblers because, in our region, they are the largest 

family of consistently beautiful birds, and most of all, I like the 

brilliance of the Blackburnian Warbler.  

Tour guide, Clark Talkington, now retired, has spent 37 years 

teaching in western North Dakota.  He has been a birder for more than 

ten years, birding all over the state.  His birding pursuits have taken him 

across the country and beyond. Currently, Clark is Regional 

Membership Coordinator for the American Birding Association.  He 

has been secretary, treasurer, and president of the Bismarck/Mandan 

Bird Club, and has also been secretary and vice president of the North 

Dakota Birding Society.  He has given many presentations on birding to 

a variety of clubs and has been a speaker at the Sullys Hill Birding & 

Nature Festival at Devils Lake, ND.  He is presently working on a 

project compiling all of the migration, nesting, breeding bird surveys, 

Christmas counts and historical records for the Bismarck/Mandan 

checklist area.  Clark’s list of favorite birds includes the Scarlet 

Tanager, Long-billed Curlew, Sprague's Pipit, Ivory-billed 

Woodpecker, and the Resplendent Quetzal! 

Tour guide, Corey Ellingson, has spent the last 

13 years as a computer programmer for the State 

of North Dakota in Bismarck.  He has been 

interested in birds for 20 years, and have been 

avidly birding the great state of North Dakota for 

12 years.  He is currently President of the 

Bismarck-Mandan Birdclub and serves as 

―Reporter‖ for the North Dakota Birding Society.  

This job entails maintaining the states birding website, and writing the 

quarterly North Dakota Field Notes which is a collection of the seasonal 
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migration notes and rare bird sightings in North Dakota.  This report is 

then summarized along with SD and eastern MT to be printed in the 

Audubon Field Notes quarterly.  He has also served on the North 

Dakota Records Committee which reviews rare bird records for North 

Dakota. 

Paulette Scherr, a U.S. Fish & Wildlife biologist from the Arrowwood 

National Wildlife Refuge Complex, is an experienced birder who has 

traveled throughout North Dakota seeking and studying the state’s vast 

abundance of birds.  She has conducted wildlife and bird surveys since her 

career with the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service began in 1979.  If she had to 

pick a few favorites, Paulette would choose the Grasshopper and Clay-

colored sparrows and American Bittern. 

Stacy Adolf-Whipp, a manager with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife from 

the Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge Complex, is an avid birder who 

enjoys traveling to see new birds, as well as watching local birds visit her 

feeders at home.  During her career, Stacy has surveyed threatened and 

endangered birds, waterfowl, and grassland songbirds throughout North 

Dakota.  Although she would have liked to have picked ten, Stacy selected 

two bird favorites: the Piping Plover and the Chickadee! 
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Support Our Sponsors 

 

REIMERS SEED 

FARM 

And COMPANY 


